Ramblers Worldwide Holidays

Extremadura & Doflana i A BirdwatcherséDelight
Birding Trip Report 24 April i 2 May 2009
Participants: 20 Clients of Ramblers Worldwide Holidays

Leader: Barry Trevis

156 Bird Species Recorded
(Species are shawin bold when recorded for the first time)

Day 11 Friday 24 April

On arrival at Madrid (Barajas) Airport the group gathered and boarded the coach for the three hour journey to Plasenci
Extremadura region, via the autopigtr first birds asve €t the Madridarea weres Red-legged Partridgeby the

roadside, followed b¥eral Pigeonand small flocks ofWoodpigeonmoving north. SooBlack-billed Magpies

appeared frequently and we saw our f@simmon Kestrelshovering over fields as we headed freemiurban into

more rural areasome effort was made to identiBommon Starling as this species is unlikely to be seen further west.
House SparrowandCollared Dovewere soon seen, followed by one of the surprises of the trip, an unseéasomabn
Crane by a roadside pobApproaching our halfvay stop near Talavera we s&attle Egret, Corn Bunting, European
Goldfinch and the first of manarn Swallow andSpotless Starling Our firstWhite Storks were seen in small flocks

and nesting on pylons. BuropeanGreenfinch flew over thecoach and one of the party salurasian Sparrowhawk,

while another glimpsed Burtle Dove dropping into grass next to the roda we progressed towards Plasencia our first
Black Kites were seen close to the road. 8 of thesee recorded between Talavera and our destination. Amongst these
the first of what would be a commonly recorded but nevertheless spectacular bird &frjgfes,Vulture , soared over

A perchedSouthern Grey Shrikewas glimpsed and abundaffestern Jackdawswere in evidence as we arrived in
Plasencia to check into Hotel Alfonso Villn t he early evening. The group the
route to and from the supermarkétuse Martin andWhite Wagtail were seen anBallid Swift identified From our

hotel balconies & also had good views of the impressive White Stork nests on the cathedral and adjacent. buildings

Day 27 Saturday 25 April

After a leisurely breakfast and in fine spring sunshine we left the hotel by coach along theerertdley for the

Garganta de los Infiernos Natural Park. There was some excitement in the coach ascolouifst Azure-winged

Magpie wasglimpsed, along with &Vhite-throated Dipper, as wecrossed the bridge at Cabazuela del Valle. We arrived
at the nearby Interpretation Centad our first serious birdwatching commenced there by finding a good number of
woodland specie€urasian Blackbird, European Serin, European Robin, Blackcap, Longtailed Tit, Winter Wren,

Great Tit, Blue Tit, Common Chaffinch, andEurasian Jay. Two species of some considerable intei@stden Oriole
andBonel | i 0seenWato lielsiegmng all around us but kept hidden from view, much to e\@rfrasg&ation.

Spirits were lifted, however, when a stunning pair of soasingrt-toed Eagles were well seen by the whole group. Two

of the group then haal brief butgood sighting of &hort-toed Treecreeper We eventually started our walk up through
the forest towardkos Pilones (the Troughshfter a short time we came acr@spair ofEurasian Nuthatch feeding

young through their nest hale pathside oak As the oaks thinned out we heard what was to be fist\arakinging
Common Nightingale Time was speriby all taking-in the delights of the fluidhelodies of thisnumberonedEuropean
songsterFurther along the trail we entered more open areas and cameaaites SparrowhawklusRed-rumped
Swallow andEurasian Crag Martin. We thenhad our picniduncharound the impressive Los Pilongaterfallfeature

and tookthe opportunityof scanniig the skies for more rapto®ur trip had the benefit of a valued sponsorship from
Swarovski Optik UK of a telescope and tripod, plus | e
Golden Eaglewasfoundsoaringabove a distant ridge, along wilommon Ravenand intermittent appearances of a
Peregine FalconAlong the river bed &rey Wagtail passed byAs we departed back dovihe path aalling

Chiffchaff was heard
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Los Pilones Searching for birds Bf préy
No new species were seen on return to the Centre and we left by coach for a stop at the Cabezuela bridge for better vi
of the Dipper. Here we all had good views of a pair of Difgpethe rocks andmongst theapids of thelerte river

below. Here we also record&ack Redstart, Great Spotted Woodpecker anothe Shorttoed Eagle and one of the

group identifiedwo Booted Eagleseerbriefly. Returning to Plasencia in the afterndona rest wearranged to meet

again later for a prdinner birdwalk along the Jerte rivas it flowed through the city

The birding started with close examination of the Kestrels that soared in ones and twos over the old city. We soon
established thahey werd_esser Kestrels Along the riverwe saw our first wader speciesCdmmon Sandpiper Next

Song Thrushwas seen, as wasGommon Kingfisher darting upstreamibove a nearby farm a flock of some 20 Black

Kite gave superb views of their aerobatissthey homed in on something that was attracting them around the farm
buildings. Amongst them was a solitdRed Kite. Next aWoodchat Shrike was well spotte@dtop a distant busdind

0 s ¢ 0 p e dipersisted with b close singing Nightingale until fedly had a sight of it-urther along the river we all

heard the staccatosongo€a t t i 0 s hadl&loser views of Redimped Swallows skimming low over the river and
finished the days birding with a pair Bfallard.

Day 31 Sunday 26 April

With finreewar m weat her set to continue we set off after ©br
drive south of Plasencia. On the wayvee passed through our first oak dehesa pastmeasian Hoopoe Crested

Lark and aCommon Buzzardwereseen along with two Ravens. The coach dropped us off at the village of Villareal de
San Carlos and we started our long walk down to the Tajo river then on up to the Castillo de Monfragie. Within the
village we noticed that Barn Swallows were well inteitlbreeding and then saw a gesided flock of Goldfinch feeding
onseeeheads, whil e- hegt i n@drn Busimdgllkreuppd. On leaving the village tvixdonk

(Black) Vultures were seen gliding above. We then saw a host of new sp€cesnon Stonechat, Linnet, Woodlark
Common Cuckooand with the help of s ome Spbhlging Warldekin fallfboreedingd s s o
plumage. The groupds excitement i ncr eEarspeah Beedatenswetehe f i
seen. As we approached the historic Cardendl Bridge over the Tajo a beautifBluagRock Thrush perched below us

as aSardinian Warbler sang from within nearby scrubs did more Nightingalea distantWestern OrpheanWarbler

was also heardA check along the ridges above revealed two-paese Booted Eagles, which most of the party saw.

More difficult to spot werg¢hetwo distantandrareB o n e | | i A\e théhsagd nansber ofAlpine Swift swooping

low over the Tajand a group of fouEurasian Spoonbill following the course of the riveOur luck continued with a
sighting of two soarin@lack Stork, one of which perched on a crag on the opposite side of the river. Below it was
revealed the large seof a Griffon Vulture with amadult nurtuing its haltgrown chick.Some ime was spertere by the
groupwatching the stork ahvulture through the Swarovski telescope we approached the new road bridge we
watched a flock of some 3@ouseMartin gathering mud for neshaking. At the same tiena pair of Serin were seen

well. Refreshing ourselves and replenishing our watéfdsoat the Fuente de Frances water fountagascended up to

the Castillo through holmoaks and wild olives watching close soaring griffons each time there was arbtieakree

cover. As we sat down to enjoy the spectacular views a very taméokeBunting joined us for our picnic lunch.
Above wus the pi e ReadtbifedChoughwiassheahd@ndcthe birtls weré lattarly seen flying into their
breedingsite within the castle. A discussion took place with a group of three Welsh birders who were looking at an
alleged Spanish Imperial Eagle nest in a pine tree about two kilometerseaxgaywith our 60x telescope weuld not
convince ourselvethatwe coud actually se¢he bird.
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A descent from the castle took us through oak dehesa andHiwdimch were briefly seen before disappearing before

the majority of the group, who were looking closely at a Violet Birdnest Orchid at the time, could be alerted.

We arrived at the famous Pefia Fal¢BSalto de Gitanojock face and there met Martin Kelsey, arpax bird guide, who
willingly gave us information on the location of steppe birds for our proposed visit to that habitat on the following day.
The groupwvasimpressed with the large number of nesting and attendant soaring Griffon Vultures around the crags. A
perched Boot ed Ea gtbed Eaglaand Reegricesaictd oves, wiSldranathier Blue Rock Thrush was
6fl ycat chiautgr@pshélawdAmlose exanknation of a cal@w in the crag revealeaBlack Storksitting on

its nest.

B v

Monfrague Castle Rock Bunting

It had been arranged for the coach driver to collect us and after a short refreshment stapead Wé drove to the
nearby mirador of Tejadilla, wher e Egyatiane/ultGe Wwak §eennalonge st ¢
with yet another Shotbed Eagle. We were delighted to have seen three species of vulture in one day. A groupi of Azure
winged Magpie were in the trees around the mirador and soon we discovered a nest of this species in a low tree. We tt
drove towards the Tietar river and started to have regular sightings of more Woodchats. Within a minute of arriving at tl
famous Portla de Tietar observation point a British birder pointed out a Monk Vulture above us which was then joined
by a spectacular adpanishimperial Eagle. After some interplay between these two huge raptors the eagle was joined
by anotherincreasing the extement within the group. This increased even more whelocatediwo amazing=urasian

Eagle Owlchicks through the telescope on the crag on the other side of the river. Although with their camouflage they
blended into the rock face, following detailddedtions given from many within the group, we all eventually got to see
these huge owl chicks very well. Our hope of seeing one of the adults faded as the sun disappeared behind the towerir
rock formationand it was time to leav&Ve walkedalong the rad through cork oak dehestswhere the bus had parked

and returned to Plasencia rather tired but exhilarated by the range ophititsilarly the birds of preyhatwe hadseen

in just one day.

One of the group who returned from a late visit to tlee&Mayor in the cityhat eveningreported hearingreEurasian

Scops Owlnear the hotel.

Day 47 Monday 27 April

After a very early breakfast we set b#fore dawriowards Truijillo to spend a day in the steppes and plains between there
and to the ndah of C4ceres. Passing a roadside pool inligtit we saw thre&urasian Coot We arrived in the steppe

and walked along tracks looking for the special species typical of this vast grassland habitat. Within a minute of leaving
the coach we saw a pair atiein more_ittle Bustard. The males were displaying in their territories and flying with other
males in what appeared to &aboratalisputes. We heartie song of highEurasian Skylark and then the first of

many sightings there of the lar@alandra Lark, with its distinct black underwing and white trailing edges. A flock of
Sparrows attracted our attention as they turned out 8phaish Sparrow While watching an obliging Southernmey

Shrike, twoHoopoes passed close by. Using the telescope to desdant fields we &undgroup of that real steppe

speciality theGreat Bustard. The group of 17 birds seemed to compdéall males While watching these the

distinctive call of fast flyingPin-tailed Sandgrousewas detectedTwo were seen by some thie group but the swiftness

of their flight meant several people missed them. These were followed by a further #iadd@imnd then tw8lack-

bellied Sandgrousegiving even briefer views over our group. A very dark Harrier then passed low and cleseofiie
deliberation it was agreed the bird could only be a melanistic foivhaoh t a g u 6 sa fotra moneiofeus had seen
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before.We spent time walking the tracks in this superb area that seemed just full patulag) to our list the
spectaculaGreat-spotted Cuckooof which we ultimately saw sevelVe had at least 11 Bemters fly over, A Monk

Vulture with 20 Griffons, seeral Black Kite andnore Woodchat ShrikeStonechatand Hoopoes. At a stop a short
distance from the original track one oétroup found first &lorthern Wheatear (the only one seen on the trip) and a

Pied Flycatcher. Two of the group that walked along part of the road reported seeing a flock of Great Bustard flying but
these could not be relocated in the rolling fields. W ttrove to Truijillo for a lunch ep with our only disappointment

being the fleting views that most had of the Sandgrouse and we would have liked closer views of the Great Bustards.

Birding in the Steppe

Male Great Bustards

In Trujillo we lunched in and around the Plaza Mayor watchiggfing White Storks, along witPallid Swifts and

Common Swiftsscreaming above the statueFséinciscdPizzaro (and the marquees of the local cheese festival that were
being set upn the square Wethenvisited the Plaza de Toros and watched many Lesser Kestrels flying in with food for
their chicks which were in nests under the tiles of the bullring roof. This gave good opportunities for the photographers
within the group.

We left Truijillo to head nortlivest into the steppe, retracing our steps to a degree. We could not have anticipated the
birding spectacles that were in store for us over the next two hours or so. Near the place where the flying Great Bustart
had been encountered earlier, one oftheegro y el lfedoksdopr om wi t withim50 tnétes of the a c h
road were a group of some 3faleGreat Bustard walking very erect through the delpesture. We all disembarked

quickly, flushingaRed e gged Par tr i dgmadside genge. iThHe Bustardseyave exdeltent tldsesviews for
several minwgs, allowing photos to be takbefore they meltedway into the trees. Driving a few kilometers further into
more open steppe we saw a large raptor perched on the ground cleseoadttWe disembarked to have what was

probably the closest views any of us had ever had of an adult Golden Eagle. It rose and soared effortlessly away giving
amazing flight views. We then were no sooner in the coach but out of it again when we cama bss colony of at

|l east eight Montagudés Harriers. The males in their di
pairsgnoapploedd wWiqtitdha speatacle. Abthelsame time we had a good sighting of at&@bEagle.

We could hardly drag ourselves away from this but did and ta&emaback when we drove past a faarsee a huge

group of Griffon Vultures gathered in a field. We sodstdvered the reason; a carcaa cow must have just been

dragged intotte field by the farmer and it seethevery wlture in Extremadura was queuing to take their turn at the

feast or were circling above. A Monk and an Egyptian Vulture were also in attendance.

Griffon Vultures atarcass &
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We spent much timekmginthea ct i oné as sever al birds fought for t hi
estimated that #ve were over 200 Griffons the immediate are&Ve travelled on to the bridge over the Almonte river

and a brief stop there found us méfisher, several Crag Martin, Beatersand some terraping here was no sign of a
hopedfor Black Wheatear, howevelVe then arrived at the Talavan Reservoir and walked a short way arobadkts

Here we added several wetland species to our Bilygk-necked Grebe, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe,

Common Moorhen, Gadwall, Great Reed Warbler, Zitting CisticlaandBlack-winged Stilt. We then drove towards

the village of Monroyhoping to see one more Extremadura speciality as the day drew to.aNédsiag a kilometer

down a track and looking across dehesa woodlahde &6 wh i t e é seskinqawa®seem ériefly byronglod party

and after several agonizing minutes the bird reappeared and started tb dcugrerBlack-winged Kite. Watchingthis
unusual raptor through t hwethesheadad backitooPlaseaca toat lastoefasandiiak a f
forward to our evening meal.

Day 51 Tuesday 28 April

This was a travel day from Plasencia to Mérida, taking in Los BarruecosaNislonument and the village of

Montanchez emoute. We checkedut of the hotel at 09:15having given the earlyisers the chand® visit the market in

the Plaza MayoWe drove south to Malpartida de Caceres in fine weather and took a short btopewly built Hotel

Palacio los Arenales with its some fifty White Stork nests built on specially erected poles within its grounds. Almost
everyone had sitting or brooding storks, sowith quite welldeveloped young. The storks seemed totally oblivious

our close presence and gave good photographic opportunities. As we drove towards Malpartida we noticed that virtuall
every telegraph pole running along the adjacent railway line had an occupied storks nest on it. The area must have one
the highest dnsities of breeding White Stork in Spain.

After a short stop at a small supermarfieetiunch suppliesnda slight problem with our coadhking a wrong turn into a

stree that was too narrow for,itve arrived at Los Barruecos with its amazing landsoapeige rock formations and

boulders, surrounding a reservd@m a roadside pool just outside the Reserve we watched sixBiagkd Stilt.We

visited the Interpretive Centre which we shared with a party of visiting school children. After collectimdpsfiets we

set off for a walk around part of the Reserve. We had a quick look at the weird modern art obelisk in the grounds of the
Vostell museum, noticing several pairs of storks had built their nests on it. We heard three Nightingale and actually hac
reasonabl e views of a Cet teatdd lsawkikig fortinseets low olehtleerold Milviildirgs. s e \
On scanning the reservoir we saw displaying Great Crested Grebe, a Kingfisher, Common Sandpipermandra

Pochard. Above a Monk Vulure was soaring. We took our picnic lunch in this splendid scametglosely examined

larks that were perched on boulders and concluded that there was at |€dstldad_ark amongst several Crested Lark.
Returning to the c o eaallfaWwaer Rad soman adjsdcentedtllsed.ueal i ng

Birding at Los Barruecos
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